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This paper is divided into two sections,

Section | COMPREHENDING and Section 11 COMPOSING.

o The paper contains three texts on the general theme of EXPLORING GENRE

e Candidates should familiarise themselves with each of the texts before
beginning their answers.

e Both sections of this paper (COMPREHENDING and COMPOSING) must be
attempted.

Each section carries 100 marks.

SECTION I - COMPREHENDING

Two Questions, A and B, follow each text.
e Candidates must answer a Question A on one text and a Question B on a

different text. Candidates must answer only one Question A and only one
Question B.

N.B. Candidates may NOT answer a Question A and a Question B on the same tex:

® The theme will never be controversial or specific. So, for
SECTION II - COMPOSING

Candidates must write on one of the compositions 1 - 7. eXCImple, ‘COVid ]9’ Wi” ne‘ler GppeCIr, bUf YOU might See
something like ‘Challenges’ or ‘Uncertainty’.



90 3 - P atence

2017 - Different Worlc 2005 - Ordinary lives

2016 — Journeys 2004 — Work and Play

2015 — Challenges 2009 - Decisions 2003 — Journeys




areas: opinion pieces,

® Short, focused writingtask ~~ personal essays, short stories,

(j C— descriptive essays
O




TIP

® You can prepare for both the
long and the short composition

tasks at the same time.

® Speech writing and feature
articles, for example, could be
a Comp B or a Composition

task.
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Do you know what typ
this is2 If not, maybe choc
again...

Read the text which
accompanies the Comp B
question. Sometimes this is
essential (diary entry based on
events in the text) but in all
cases the text can give you
ideas and tips.

wnat | am unable to tollow you. How did you
deduce that this man was intellectual?’

For answer Holmes clapped the hat upon his
head. It came right over the forehead and settled
upon the bridge of his nose. ‘It is a question of
cubic capacity,” said he: ‘a man with so large a
brain must have something in it.”

‘The decline of his fortunes, then?’

‘This hat is three years old. These flat brims
curled at the edge were fashionable then. Itis

a hat of the very best quality. Look at the band
of ribbed silk and the excellent lining. If this man
could afford to buy so expensive a hat three years

*Commissionaire — a uniformed hotel door attendant.

further point, that his hair is grizzled, and
that it has been recently cut, are to be
gathered from a close examination of the
lower part of the lining. The magnifying glass
discloses a large number of hair-ends, clean
cut by the scissors of the barber.”

‘Well, it is very ingenious,’ said |, laughing.
‘But since, as you said just now, there has
been no crime committed, all this seems to
be rather a waste of energy.”

Sherlock Holmes had opened his mouth to
reply when the door flew open, and Peterson
rushed into the apartment with flushed
cheeks, dazed with astonishment.

N.B. Candidates may NOT answer Question A and Question B on the same text.

QUESTION A - 50 Marks

(i)  Based onyour rea ited extract above, explain three insights you gain into the character

of Sherlock Holmes. Support you!

h reference to the text. (15)

(i)  TEXT 2 is an example of writing insthe genre, detective lain why you think this genre
has a wide and enduring appéal. " Make three points in your res| (15)

(iii) Identify four features of good storytelling evident in the extract. Discuss how the features you
have identified add to your enjoyment of the extract. Support your response with reference to

the extract.

QUESTION B - 50 Marks

(20)

You have been asked to write the introduction to a new collection of contemporary detective fiction. In
your introduction you should: outline the reasons why you think detective stories have enduring appeal,
discuss some of the personal qualities you believe are essential in a memorable fictional detective, and
explain why you recommend this particular collection of stories to readers.
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English — Higher Level — Paper 1




ouritel

* Have a clear idSCTSIIE e of task that suits you best.

m



Topics

20

19

‘18

17

‘16

15

14

13

12

11

10

09

'08

07

'06

05

04

03

02

01

Letter/ open letter

Talk / Speech

o

Diary/journal
entries

Report

Newspaper/website
article/opinion
piece

ol

ol

Promotional Article

Interview

Advertisement

Dialogue

Proposal

Radio broadcast

Radio news report

Introduction to a
book/collection of
essays

Blog post

Competition entry




to give
, but if you leave
penalised.

Y r

* What language genre/genres should
use?¢
O




fii)  TEXT 2 is an example of writing in the genre, detective fiction. Explain why you think this genre
has a wide and enduring appeal. Make three points in your response. (15)

(iii)  Identify four features of good storytelling evident in the extract. Discuss how the features you
have identified add to your enjoyment of the extract. Support your response with reference to
the extract. (20)

\
T e
QUESTION B - 50 Marks \ E{PX/

You have been asked to write the mtmductlon to a new collection of contemporary detective fiction. In
your introduction you should: outline'the reasons why you think detective stories have enduring appeal,
[ Z discuss some of the personal qualities you believe are essential in a memorable fictional detective, and

/@Explam why you recommend this particular collect|on of stories to readers
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- ON A PARTICULAR

TOPIC.

~ LIKE ALL COMP B
 TASKS, THIS IS AN

OPPORTUNITY TO
WRITING SKILLS,
SO AVOID BEING
TOO INFORMAL.
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fictional detective, and explain why you

recommend this particular collection of stories
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i \ i o ,‘ his touching

srking Time” (page 75), highlights
| the effect a grandparent’s death can have

on a young person.

r



® In the next slide, you will see a table with all the HL

Composition tasks from the past papers.
® You should know what type of composition suits you best.

® Don’t have ’'a story’ you use no matter what!




On the day of the exam, you will have seven titles from which to choose.

There are a number of different types of essay set each year. Below is the list

of essay types, along with the frequency with which they have come up in past

papers.
Year ‘20 ‘19 ‘18 17 ‘16 ‘15 ‘14 ‘13 ‘12 ‘11 ‘10 ‘09 ‘o8 ‘07 ‘06 ‘05 ‘04 ‘03 ‘02 ‘01
Article v v v v vv vv vv v vv v vv vv v vv vv vv v
v
Personal vv vv vv v v v vv vv v v vv v v v v vv vv vv vv v
Essay
Short vv vv vv v vv vv vv vv vv v vv vv vv vv vv v vv v vv v
Story
Speech or v v v v vv v v v vv v v v vv vv v vv v v v v

Talk

Letter

Narrative

Descriptive
Essay

Guide

Discursive

Essay

Dramatic

Dialogue
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Problems of « ‘advances, social media etc.

B

People you c:dmlre and why you do so / Celebrity s’rq’rus in this day and age /
Important people in your life /Someone who has inspired you

A time you felt left out or ignored

Romance
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® What tone W|II be ost effective
your message? Be consmrem] R —
®* What might offend, alienate or confuse them?




1out your

o do so at the

Ty e\'ﬁﬁiing your speech as an article
and vice versa. What changes did you
have to make to content and style, and

why?
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tionary defines

® This is a common error. Everybody

knows what the title means!
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tebook of useful
/ topic. Here’s an example:

p:/ /www.aoifesnotes.com/leavin

cert/ordinary-level /Paper-

One /docs /composition /Quotes%20for%2

Ouse%20in%20compositions.pdf



https://www.brainyquote.com/
http://www.aoifesnotes.com/leaving-cert/ordinary-level/Paper-One/docs/composition/Quotes%20for%20use%20in%20compositions.pdf

(repeating a W
beginning of successive sen
helpful. T

‘Go back to Mississippi, go back to Alabama,
go back to South Carolina, go back to
Georgia, go back to Louisiana, go back to

the slums and ghettos of our northern cities,
knowing that somehow this situation can and
will be changed.” (Martin Luther King Jr.)

/hat you

P

ubordinate clauses.

was invented in 1976

Incis Weston in Durham, England

g d was available for sale only a year

later, still sells well today.

BETTER VERSION

Francis Weston invented the product in
1976 and introduced it into shops shortly

afterwards. It still sells well.
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ngly contrasting views."

An exampl o y as 'The unspeakable in pursuit of the
uneatable. —

An example of an illustrative introduction is - "On a glorious autumn f;brning a terrified, exhausted animal is savaged to
death by a pack of baying dogs while a group of expensively dressed humans encourage the dogs in their bloody work."

An example of an anecdotal introduction is - "l have always detested fox hunting since | was almost physically sick while
P D4 g phy Y
watching a television film of the kill at the end of a hunt."







LINKING IDEAS




O

Ny
\

CONCLUSION

Justify your opinion

Come to a strong conclusion

Make sure that your conclusion
is consistent with the arguments

in your essay. Sometimes you
may get carried away and
end up concluding the opposite
of your thesis, especially if you
do not plan well. Do not let
such inconsistency happen.
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https://www.theguardian.com/profile/editorial
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/commentisfree
https://www.nytimes.com/section/opinion/editorials
https://www.nytimes.com/section/opinion
https://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/opinion-analysis

FEATURE

ARTICLES

There is no set structure for a feature article, but there are a few tips that can
help you to plan your composition.

Begin with an observation, a question, an anecdote or a mention of a recent
news story.

Comment on the broader implications of the observation, anecdote or story

Give your analysis of the broader implications

Provide an example or examples which support your analysis

Consider the implications of the problem (if there is one) not being addressed

Suggest ways in which the problem might be solved if applicable

End with a short, powerful sentence



1\\; There is no set structure, but this may help

O Begin with an anecdote /observation

Reflect on the wider implications — what does this tell us about the

P E RSO NAL human condition?
ESSAY Move from the personal to the universal

Draw conclusions

Return to the anecdote and examine it with newfound understanding




\O DIFFERENCES
BETWEEN A
FEATURE
ARTICLE AND
A PERSONAL
ESSAY

Feature article — Focus on the universal / the
wider world. May also contain personal
anecdotes.

Personal essay — Focus is on you, although you
may also discuss the universal /the wider

world.

Both types of composition look at the human
condition.




